Urban Scholars Instructor Observation Form


Instructor______________________________________ Date of Observation__________________________

Observer__________________________________	Course _________________________________________

Overview: Coupled with pre and post-observation conversations, this tool is a means for growth. Not all items will be relevant to the class under observation but the purpose is to be comprehensive enough to be relevant in nearly any course at any time. The observer will maintain specific notes in order to be able to present specific observation data and feedback during the debrief. After the observation, please complete this sheet assessing your own performance.

1. Development of learning objectives:
Are objectives for the class given verbally, written, or not at all?
Are specific instructional outcomes used?
Are objectives discussed at the end of class?

2. Selection and use of instructional materials:
Do films, websites, and other audiovisual materials have a clear purpose?
Are handouts appropriate in number and subject?
Since the text may be pre-selected, does instructor give help with reading or using the text, if necessary?

3. Educational climate for learning:
Are students AND teacher interested and enthusiastic?
Does the instructor use student names?
Is humor used appropriately?
Does instructor not embarrass or belittle students in any way?
Is the atmosphere of the classroom participative?
Did the instructor have eye contact with students?

4. Variety of instructional activities:
Does timing of classroom activities consider attention spans?
Does instructor involve students in deciding what issues to discuss?

5. Preparation for class session:
Provide examples that show preparation by instructor.
Do students know what preparation (reading or other assignments) they should
have completed prior to class?













6. Instructional methods:
List instructor activities.
















Did the opening gain the class’s attention? Did it establish rapport?
Did the opening outline the topic and purpose of the lecture?
Is the delivery paced to students’ needs?
Does the instructor introduce topic, state goals, present material or activity effectively, summarize, and give assignment or suggest an idea to consider before the next class?
Could the instructor be seen and heard?
Were key points emphasized?
Were explanations clear to students?
Were examples appropriate and effective?
Was the content stimulating and thought provoking?

7. Opportunity for student participation:
List students’ activities.
















Does instructor encourage students to summarize and add to other summaries?
Does instructor help quieter students interact with others?

8. Individualization of instruction:
Are the emotional, physical, and intellectual needs of students met?
Does the instructor prompt awareness of students’ prior learning and experiences?
Does the instructor offer “real world” application?
Does the instructor relate class to course goals, students’ personal goals, or societal concerns?

9. Responsiveness to student feedback:
Is the instructor paying attention to cues of boredom and confusion?
Does the instructor encourage or discourage questions (dissension)?
Does the instructor provide students opportunity to mention problems/concerns with the class, either verbally or in writing?

10. Learning difficulties:
Does a student need assistance for a temporary or permanent disability?
Are one or more students not motivated or unable to follow the class?
Does the instructor show favoritism?
Are students able to see visual aids?
Does one group dominate discussion and hinder others’ progress?
